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  Medicine has always been one of the most honorable professions throughout history. Medicine was advanced and physicians acquired a highly respectable position in ancient Egypt.

Because the Egyptians believed in the after life, they did every effort to preserve the human body in a good condition, by medical and surgical measures during life, and by mummification after death. 

The most famous Egyptian physician  is Imhotep he was the Minister of King Zoser founder of the 3rd dynasty

,he built for him the step pyramid of Sakkara.  Later he was Elevated to the level of God of Medicine.

Recent research has shown evidence that Hesi-Re was the first Egyptian who bore the title of physician (SENW). He was a contemporary of Imhotep and probably deserves the title “Father of Medicine”.
Ny Ankh Re was a royal physician who lived during 5th Dynasty. From the unique position of his statue Egyptologists believe that he was concerned with medical education at his time. 

The tombs of the workers, or the pyramids builders, recently discovered x-ray demonstrating reduced and healed fractures in skeletons of the workers. Indicating a knowledge of orthopedic practice at that time, also a skull of one of the workers showed trephine operation.

Excavations in  Sakkara necropolis in 2006  leads to the discovery of 3 tombs of the royal dentists dating back to the end of the 4th and the beginning of the 5th dynasty.

In the same region the tomb of the Royal  physician Qar was discovered containing his surgical instruments, it dates back to the time of 6th Dynasty. 
The Medical papyri were the first medical texts, date from late 12th to 20th Dynasty (1993-1090B.C), They have been written relatively late, but most of them reflect older knowledge as far back as the 4th Dynasty.The Seven famous medical papyri are: the Kahun gynecological papyrus,the Ebers papyrus of internal medicine,the Edwin Smith surgical papyrus,the Hearst,the Chester,The Berlin, and the London.
Examples of different nasal cases ,from Edwin Smith papyrus are shown.

The 1st convincing evidence of successful intentional mummification occurs in the 4th dynasty, in the Giza tomb of Queen Hetepheres (the mother of Khufu).

The 2 crucial steps to arrest the decomposition of the body were evisceration and dehydration of the tissues.

There were only 2 major additions to the basic procedure:

-Excerebration practiced in some mummies by inserting a metal hook into the cranial cavity through the nostrils and ethmoid bone. In some cases, access to the cranial cavity was gained through the base of skull, or a trepanned orbit. 
 -The 2nd innovation was introduced in the 21st dynasty when the embalmers used subcutaneous filling materials trying to retain the original body contours to some extent.

Those information about mummification came to us through Herodotus.

Recent studies using multi slice CT scanner with 3D reformatting, and volume rendering technique, proved that in most of the mummies of the 18th dynasty the brain was not taken out, except the mummy of Tutankhamun, where broken bones and a hole were found in the base of the skull.
Medicine in ancient Egypt was only one aspect of a great civilization.

The medical skills of ancient Egyptians were far advanced beyond their time.  They wrote the first medical texts, performed the first surgical techniques, used the first splints and bandages, and induced the first drug therapies.

 The ancient Egyptians revolutionized the world of medicine and laid the framework for the advances in medicine that exist in our world today. 

